CHAPTER  32

W HEN this creature saw she was forsaken and put from
amongst the good men, she was full grieved, most because
she had no confessor, and could not be shriven then as she
wished. Then prayed she Our Lord, of His mercy, that
He would dispose for her as was most pleasing to Him,
with great plenty of tears*
And later, she called to herself the aforesaid Richard
with the broken back, praying him to go over to a church
against the Hospital, and inform the parson of the church
of her manner of governance, and what sorrow she had,
and how she wept because she could not be shriven nor
houselled, and what compunction and contrition she had
for her sins.
Then Richard went to the parson and informed him of
this creature, and how Our Lord gave her contrition and
compunction with great plenty of tears, and how she
desired to be houselled every Sunday if she might, and
that she had no priest to be shriven to. And the parson,
hearing of her contrition and compunction, was right glad
and bade that she should come to him in the name of
4oa Jesus, and say her 'Confiteor', and he would housel her his
own self, for he could not understand any English.
Then Our Lord sent Saint John the Evangelist to hear
her confession, and she said, 'Benedicite'. And he said
'Dominus' verily into her soul, so that she saw him and
heard him in her ghostly understanding as she would have
done another priest by her bodily wits. Then she told him
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